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How is your memory? I know that as I get older my memory is not as good as it used 
to be. If you look at history though, I think remembering is something that people 
have always struggled with. 
 
For example, this is the Fourth of July weekend, a time when we celebrate our 
Independence Day as a nation. And yet, it’s my guess that most people don’t even 
give it a second thought. They don’t even take a moment to think of those who gave 
of themselves and all they had in this fight for freedom. For example, look at those 56 
men who signed the declaration of independence. I believe that most people don’t 
realize that these men risk everything to sign that declaration. 
 
Do you remember the last line of the declaration,? It reads: “And for the support of 
this declaration, with firm reliance on the protection of divine providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” Every man there 
signed this, and every one of them then paid the price for doing so. Let me just give 
you a little taste of that. Carter Braxton of Virginia, a signer of the declaration, was a 
wealthy planter and traitor. After the war he lost all of his ships to pay for his debts 
incurred during the war, along with his home and all his property. He died in rags. 
Thomas Nelson Junior. Of Virginia, as well, raised $2 million of his own to help pay for 
our allies, the French fleet. After the war he personally paid back the loans, wiping out 
his entire state. 
 
This is just a sample. If you want to learn more about these men, I’ve included an 
article by Paul Harvey, in your bulletin that goes into much more detail. But of the 56 
signers of the declaration, let me just say this… 12 of them had their homes ransacked 
and burned. Several of them lost entire fortunes as their businesses were destroyed by 
the British. Two lost their sons who were serving in the army. Some were even driven 
from their wives and family and never saw them again. Five of them were captured by 
the British, who then tortured and killed them. And nine of them died in the war from 
their wounds.  
 
My point is, every one of them pledged, their lives, their fortunes and their sacred 
honor, and every one of them lived up to that pledge, and they paid the price for that, 
as well. Folks, I believe that it is vitally important for us to remember men and women 
like these who gave their all for the cause of freedom. They paid a high price, and we 



need to remember this. Because if we don’t, the end result is that we end up with a 
mess like we have today; a country that has turned its back on the founding fathers 
and the Lord. 
 
Well, the same is true when it comes to our spiritual life. We owe everything to the 
Lord for all that He has done for us out of such great love. And we cannot afford to 
forget this. Because when we do, that’s when we start looking at things in a whole 
different way, from a worldly perspective, a sinful perspective. That’s when Satan, 
temptation, and sin just creeps into our life without us even noticing. Of course, this is 
the reason why throughout Scripture we are encouraged to remember. 
 
Look at that passage from Deuteronomy that we read today. Beginning in verse 11 
Moses says to the people of Israel, “Take care, lest you forget the Lord your God by 
not keeping his commandments and his statues, which I commanded you today, lest 
when you have eaten and are full, and have built good houses and live in them and 
when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that 
you have is multiplied, then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” (Deuteronomy 
8:11 – 14) 
 
I think you get the point. Those people had the same problem we have today, we 
forget. So, Moses encouraged them to remember God’s commands and to remember 
all that the Lord had done for them. His purpose was to keep the Lord right there in 
front of them, so that they would clearly see him actively involved in their life. That 
way they could see how the Lord loved them, how he cared for them and how he 
brought them into that land that he promised them, where they would live as free 
people. 
 
Of course, Israel still forgot. Throughout their history they were constantly forgetting 
the Lord and living for themselves. They abused the freedom that God gave to them, 
and they did what was right in their own eyes. They became worldly people, sinful 
people. So, consequently, their lives and their nation continued to go in the wrong 
direction, away from the Lord.  
 
Does any of this sound familiar to you? This is a theme that keeps on repeating itself; 
in our country, in the church, and even in our own lives. That is why it is vital that we 
remember. 
 
Folks, this is a huge reason why we come here to worship. Worshiping the Lord helps 
us greatly to remember. We remember how hopeless and lost we are in our sins. We 
remember that, in spite of this, God, purely out of his amazing grace sent his son to be 
our sacrifice on the cross, so that we would be eternally free from the power of sin, 



death, health, and Satan. We remember that Jesus is so real, and that he is here for 
us today, right now, and that we can truly place our whole life in his hands, trust fully 
in him for salvation in life, and trust also that he walks with us every day. We 
remember that, no matter what, he’s got this, and he’s got us. 
 
Folks, each day we need to remember that. Because if we forget, we are going to fall 
into the same trap that the Israelites fell into. That’s when it becomes all about us, and 
once again we become enslaved to self, to our wants, to our desires, to what is right 
in our own eyes. Now, I know many will say, “What’s wrong with that? That’s doing 
what we want to do! That’s freedom!” No, it’s not. It’s slavery. Let me show you what 
I mean. 
 
Back in the 14th century there was this Duke, Raynald III, from what we know today 
as Belgium. Well, Raynald was grossly obese. There was a revolt that took place and 
Raynald was captured by his younger brother, who imprisoned him in a room that was 
literally built around him. This room had no bars on the windows, nor was there a lock 
on the door. The only notable thing about this room was that the door was just slightly 
smaller than normal. Raynald’s brother even told him that he was free to leave at any 
time. So, how could this be a prison? 
 
Simple. Because of Raynald’s enormous size he could not squeeze through the doors. 
And yet there was hope. All that Raynald had to do to free himself was to go on a diet. 
His brother even offered to restore his title and his wealth as soon as he was able to 
leave the room. Of course, his brother also sent a variety of delicious food to Raynald’s 
room every day. So? What happened to Raynald? He got fatter. You see, there was no 
need for locks, or bars, or iron gates to hold him there. Raynald was imprisoned by his 
own appetite. 
 
OK, how many people today are in that same kind of prison, being held captive by 
their own sinful appetite? I am sure we have all seen broken hearts, broken marriages, 
broken families, broken lives because of this enslavement to sin. Believe me, that is 
not freedom. That is a prison. That is enslavement. 
 
Folks, we were not meant to live that way. We were created to live in fellowship and in 
communion with the Almighty God. We were created to know God; to know his love, 
his peace. We were created to be in such a close and loving relationship with him. We 
were created to be free. 
 
Because of sin we lost all of that. But because of our Lord Jesus, we can have that 
back. This is what he accomplished for us through his sacrifice on the cross and his 
triumphant resurrection from the dead. He fought and won this freedom, and has 
given it to us as a gift of love. And this is the freedom we can live in each day, as we 



place our full trust in him, and his saving work, and in those words that we heard him 
speak to us today, where he said to each one of us, “So, if the Son sets you free, you 
will be free indeed.” (John 8:36) And what does all of this require of us? Simply to 
remember. 
 
It is absolutely essential that each day, we remember our Lord and Savior, and that we 
remember his great love for us, and the sacrifice that he made for us out of that love. 
And it is imperative that we remember the cost. Because that is when we can live out 
this freedom that we have in Christ. 
 
So, let me conclude by encouraging you by those words of Peter that we read earlier. 
“Live as people who are free not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living 
as a servant of God.” (1 Peter 2:16) It is my prayer that we would remember this 
every day, as people who belong to Christ and as citizens of this nation. Amen. 
 


