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In his book, “Wit and Wisdom From the Peanut Butter Gang”, author, H. Jackson 
Browne, interviewed children on such topics as family, school, friends, current events, 
and so much more. His goal was to find a certain kind of wisdom that can only come 
from a child. Well, he found that wisdom in abundance. Let me give you a sample of 
that wisdom. Patrick, age 10, said, “You can’t trust dogs to watch your food.” Emily, 
age 14 said, “Casserole is just another word for leftovers.” Chris, age 9 said, “You can’t 
hide mashed potatoes in your hat.” Now, he is correct, but I just wonder how he found 
that out. Katie, age 12 said, “You should not be the first one to fall asleep at a slumber 
party.” And finally, Laura, age 13 made a very wise statement. She said, “No matter 
how hard you try, you cannot baptize a cat.” 
 
Folks, I think you would all agree that these are words to live by. Well, I would like to 
take a closer look at what Laura had to say about baptism. You see, besides baptizing 
cats, there are other things about baptism that people struggle with. For example, 
many simply don’t understand what baptism is really all about. Many don’t understand 
the effect that their baptism has on their life today, right now. Many don’t understand 
the power of baptism, and the changes that baptism brings, including making us 
children of God. This is why I want to look at the impact that Jesus’ baptism and our 
own baptism have on us today. 
 
Now, we all know that Jesus is the Son of God. He is without sin. So, He didn’t need to 
be baptized at all, especially with a baptism of repentance, which is what John was 
doing. John even recognized this, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?”  (Matthew 3:14). However, Jesus responded, “Let it be so now, for it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  (Matthew 3:15). 
 
OK, Jesus was saying here that, in Him, the Messiah, all of God‘s righteous 
requirements had to be met, including Jesus identifying Himself with all of sinful 
humanity. He had to become one of us. So, even though He was without sin, in His 
baptism He was saying that He was willing to except our corruption, our sinfulness and 
along with this, the punishment for our sins as His own. This is how He would fulfill all 
righteous. This is how He would make us right with God. 
 
Of course, we all know what happened when Jesus was baptized. Matthew tells us, “the 
heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on Him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved son, 
with whom I am well pleased.’ ”  (Matthew 13:16-17). 



So, first of all, Jesus received a special blessing of the Holy Spirit here. And this would 
be a blessing that would empower Him in His ministry and His mission of going to that 
cross and being a sacrifice for us, all for the purpose of making you and I children of 
God. Then came that voice from heaven. Here, and Jesus‘s baptism the father was 
proclaiming to the whole world that Jesus is indeed His beloved son. So, in His baptism 
Jesus identified Himself with us, and yet at the same time, He was identified as the son 
of God. 
 
OK, what we are really seeing here is the beginning of a new family. Here was have 
Jesus, who is both God and man and who is basically in the middle, between the 
Almighty God and us. He is really acting as a mediator, who is pulling God and us closer 
and closer together, making us family again. 
 
Of course, Jesus accomplished all of this on the cross, whereas God, as the spotless 
lamb of God, He was that perfect sacrifice. And, as a man, as one of us, He was our 
perfect substitute, He took our place and our sins onto Himself and suffered, bled, and 
died there, freeing as from the power of sin, death, hell, and Satan forever. And when 
he rose from the dead, he offered up absolute proof that this is what he accomplished. 
He knocked down all those walls that separated us from our God, He brought us 
together, and He made us family. 
 
That is how powerful baptism is, both Jesus‘s baptism as well as ours. You see, in our 
baptism we are tied to Jesus and His baptism. That means that as Jesus receive that 
special blessing of the Holy Spirit, so have we. It is the spirit who empowers us to trust 
with our whole being, that Jesus is our Lord and Savior. It is the spirit who strengthens 
us to live each day walking with our Lord, lifting up our eyes to Him, seeing all that we 
have in Him. It is the spirit who blesses us with spiritual fruits and gifts, which enables 
us to carry out the ministry and mission that God has given us. 
 
In addition to this, as the father proclaim to the world that Jesus is His son, at our 
baptism, He proclaimed that we too are His sons and daughters. Maybe a voice did not 
come from heaven, but it certainly came from God‘s word. And that Voice says, “You 
are my child whom I love, and there is nothing or no one who can separate you from 
me, not even death itself!” 
 
But wait, there’s even more! Not only are we tied to Jesus‘s baptism, but in baptism we 
are tied to Jesus‘s death and resurrection. Paul rights, “Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were 
buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the father, we too might walk in newness of life.  
(Romans 6:3-4) 
 



Folks, by being baptized into Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, you and I do 
indeed have a new life; a life that will never end; a life that is lived by His trust that we 
have in Christ; a life where we are so much a part of God’s family, and where we can 
know His presence, His love, His forgiveness, His peace, and be filled up with the joy 
and the hope that all of this brings to us. 
 
So, as we begin this sermon series on the family, we need to understand that for us, 
for people who now belong to Christ, this is where we must begin. This is where we 
become family, children of God. This is where we become blood relatives, not by our 
blood, by the blood of Christ. 
 
You see, as God’s family, we do indeed have a new life in Christ, and as His family we 
are called to live out this new life the way Jesus did. We are called to live a life where 
love rules; a life where we extend compassion, care, mercy, forgiveness; a life where 
we bring this relationship with Christ into all our other relationships, especially with our 
family. 
 
So, as we look at our family relationships in the weeks to come, it is my hope and 
prayer, that we would continuously come back to this beginning, where we became 
family through our baptism into Christ and into all that we have in Him.  Folks, this is 
the foundation that we need to build upon, for our life and for our family. 
 
The love, forgiveness, mercy, the compassion that we know in this family of God, this is 
what truly holds our families together. This is what strengthens our ties to one another, 
and build us up as a family. And folks, this is what every family dearly needs. 
 
And so, it is my prayer that you and I  would daily make it a habit to go back to our 
baptism into Christ, take hold of all that we have because of that baptism, including 
being brought into this incredible family of His, and that we would then bring all those 
blessings into our own family. And I pray this in the power of the Holy Spirit, that same 
spirit that has poured out on us at our baptism, and in the name of our Lord, our 
Savior, and our brother, Jesus. Amen. 
 
 


