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With today being only the 10th day of the new year, I think that it is still OK to talk 

about the new year that is before us. I want to do this because the new year seems to 

bring a kind of excitement with it. It’s a new beginning, a new start. With the end of 

the old year, the past is just that, the past. It’s gone. It’s over. It’s done with. But 

what we have before us is undiscovered, it’s unwritten, and it’s filled with all kinds of 

possibilities. That is what tends to get people excited. 

 

Well, to be honest, I feel that same kind of excitement here at Emmanuel. That’s 

because today marks the beginning of a new phase in our ministry here, as we install 

Reverend Patrick Darnell as our Director of Youth and Family Ministry. As many of you 

know, Patrick has been going through the process of becoming an ordained minister in 

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. He has completed all the paperwork and 

interviews, including a theological interview, all of which he passed with flying colors. 

So now, he is simply awaiting the final interview and approval from Synod. 

Unfortunately, though, with this virus affecting everything, that could take months. In 

the meantime, though, we have a need here at Emmanuel, a need that we have had 

for a long time. We need help with building up our youth and family ministries. Now I 

understand, we have been so incredibly blessed with the work that Austin and Carrie 

have done with our youth. They have given so much of themselves and have 

strengthened this ministry greatly. Nick and Rachel have also done a fantastic job with 

our children’s ministry, by creating, children’s church, running vacation Bible school for 

the past several years, and creating other events as well, such as, trunk or treat, 

harvest fest, and Winterfest. As I said, we have been so blessed by these people and 

the parents who have worked right alongside with them. However, there is so much 

more to be done. 

 

Well, I believe that the Lord knows that because I truly believe that He dropped 

Patrick, Kelly, and Elise right in our lap. I think this was definitely a, “God thing”. 

Because, as many of you already know, Patrick is quite gifted and experienced in his 

area of ministry, as well as many other areas. So, I see this as a new beginning, a new 



start, filled with all kinds of possibilities, and that is incredibly exciting. 

 

But you know what, what I think is even more exciting is that, this is an opportunity 

for all of us to get out of our comfort zone. Now, I realize that for most people, this is 

not exciting, it’s scary. Let’s face it, we do not like being taken out of our comfort 

zone. You see, being in our comfort zone means having a certain sense of security, 

safety, and peace. And being taken out of that comfort zone makes most people very 

uncomfortable. But understand this, when we are taken out of our comfort zone in 

ministry, that’s when ministry really gets exciting.  

 

For example, look at those two passages from Isaiah and Luke that we read today. 

Both Isaiah and Peter found themselves way out of their comfort zone. First, Isaiah 

had this vision where he saw the Lord God in all His magnificent glory in the temple. 

So, what did he do? Verse five reads, “And I said: ‘Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a 

man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; from my eyes 

have seen the king the Lord of hosts.’” Folks, that was total fear and panic. Isaiah was 

scared to death. 

 

Then in Luke’s Gospel, you see pretty much the same response with Peter, after that 

miracle of catching all those fish. In verse 8 it reads, “But when Simon Peter saw it, he 

fell down at Jesus knees saying, depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 

 

Both of these men were extremely uncomfortable being in the presence of the Lord, 

because they could see very clearly, the reality of their sin in the brightness of the 

Lord’s holiness, and they knew they did not belong there. They were way out of their 

comfort zone and they didn’t like that at all. 

 

OK, can you relate to that? Me too. But you know what, that’s a good thing. Because 

the truth is, the Lord cannot use us unless we are broken like this. We all need to see 

this truth about ourselves. We need to see the reality of our sinfulness in the light of 

God‘s holiness. We need to go through what Isaiah and Peter went through. We need 

to confess, “Lord I have not been living for you, because I’ve been so focused on 

myself!” … Or, “Lord, I have not forgiven others the way you have forgiven me!” … or, 

“Lord, I’m an alcoholic” … Or “Lord, I am divorced!” … Or, “Lord I had an affair” … Or, 

“Lord, I had an abortion!” … Or “Lord, I’m addicted to pornography!” … Or a thousand 

other sins that have been eating away at us. What all that is saying is that, we know 

so well that we don’t belong, nor do we deserve to be in the presence of the Lord. 

 

Now, it’s my guess that mentioning just these few things did not make you feel very 



comfortable, did it? That’s because we can all relate to them. Well, that is exactly why 

it is so important for us to see this truth about ourselves and the light of our God, just 

as Isaiah and Peter did. Because that is when the Lord can work with us, and take 

hold of us, and change everything for us. And that is when things happen, exciting 

things happen. 

 

Look at what happened with Isaiah. Beginning in verse 6 it reads, “And one of the 

Seraphin flew to me having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said; ‘behold, this has touched your lips; 

your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for’”. (Isaiah 6:6-7) 

Isaiah was now clean and pure in God’s eyes. That area of his life where he confessed 

was so sinful, his unclean lips, I had now been a toned for. Of course, “atonement”, 

means “to cover”. So, those things were all covered. They were no more. He was now 

right with the Lord. 

 

Well, did you notice the effect that it had on him? It turned his whole life around. He 

went from being afraid, to being so excited. He says in verse eight, “And I heard the 

voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send and who will go for us?’ Then I said, here 

I am! Send me!” You know, I can almost picture of him waving his arm and shouting, 

“Hey, hey, I’m over here! Send me!” You see, that’s being excited. 

 

Then in Luke’s Gospel, beginning with verse 10, it reads, “And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do 

not be afraid; for now on you will be catching men.’ And when they had brought their 

boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.” (Luke 5:10-11) 

That was quite a change. First Peter was frightened to be out of his comfort zone. But 

everything changed for him, and he became so excited, but he was willing to leave 

everything behind and follow Jesus. 

 

So, what about us? Folks, we are all here because of our Lord Jesus, aren’t we? 

Through His sacrifice on the cross, Jesus made everything right that was wrong 

between God and us. He atoned for our sins; He covered them all with the blood He 

shed. Our sins are no more. 

 

OK, do you know this truth to the depths of your soul? And if so, then do you know 

that release, that freedom, that incredible peace, and that joy deep within you, 

because you trust that you are loved, you are forgiven, you are God’s own child, you 

have a life that will never end, and you have heaven as your home? 

 

Folks, have you taken a hold of this truth in Christ and made it your own? Because if 



you have, then you know how exciting this is. This is not anything small, or minor. This 

is life – giving. This is life - changing. Isaiah and Peter both understood this. That is 

why they were willing and excited to get out of their comfort zone and get on with this 

mission God gave to them. Well, our Lord has given us a mission, as well. That is why 

I am so excited that the Lord has sent us Patrick. But that doesn’t mean that Patrick, 

Or Pastor Tim, or me, or Austin and Carrie, or Nick and Rachel, or Becky, or the Elders 

and Directors, or a handful of others, are the ones who are to carry out this mission. 

Yes, I think that’s a pretty good leader ship team. But we need everyone to be so 

excited about all that we have in Christ Jesus, that each one of us would be willing and 

eager to get out of our comfort zone and to say, “Here I am Lord! Send me!” As Isaiah 

did; or to drop everything and follow where Christ leads us, as Peter did. 

 

Folks, this is not only a new year; this is a new beginning for us here, filled with all 

kinds of possibilities. What is before us is yet to be discovered. And so I pray for an 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon each one of us, giving us a heart like that of Isaiah’s 

and Peter’s; a heart where the fear is gone, because we know all that we have in 

Christ Jesus; a heart that is really excited about following and serving the Lord. 

Because that’s when ministry really gets exciting. Amen. 


