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Grace, Peace and Mercy be with you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. AMEN! 
 

If I asked you to give me some words that you’d use to describe Jesus, I bet most of us would 
use some adjectives like loving, merciful, gracious, amazing, holy and probably we’d include other 
words like Savior, Messiah, Redeemer, Good Shepherd. I’d be surprised if any of you would use the 
word offensive. 

In our Gospel reading today, Jesus came home to His family and neighbors and He definitely did 
not receive a warm and fuzzy reception. News of His healing and teachings had really begun to 
spread through the country…you would think He’d receive a hero’s welcome home. A home town boy 
has done well kind of welcome. BUT, there was no hero’s welcome, there was no celebration when 
Jesus came back. 

Jesus came back to His hometown as a rabbi, a teacher. Jesus went into the synagogue and 
began to teach. Jesus didn’t just come back as one of them but Jesus came back to His hometown as 
a rabbi, a teacher. And this synagogue he began to teach in was one He’d attended as a boy, a child, 
a young man. The worshippers that day would know Him well…and He had come to share the Gospel 
with them. 

And while the people were astonished and amazed at the Words He said and taught…they also 
became offended. Why where they offended? Well they began to analyze things and they began to 
think. “Don’t we know this guy; wasn’t He a carpenter?” “We know His family, His brothers and 
sisters.” And the fact that they said He was the son of Mary was an insult of sorts because they didn’t 
mention His father, Joseph. They were pointing out the fact she was pregnant prior to their marriage. 
See, Jesus was “one of them,” yet He was speaking the Word of God with authority, He was doing 
the works of God in healing and teaching, but God surely wouldn’t work through a common man like 
Jesus the carpenter, would He? This is the guy that’s going to be our Savior? This was offensive to 
them! 

Let’s remember earlier in Mark in chapter 3, Jesus’ own family thought He was “out of His mind” 
and tried to seize Him. And in Luke we know that after this teaching in the synagogue the 
townspeople attempted to cast Him off a cliff. They were not just a little offended…they were VERY 
offended by Jesus. 

Brothers and sisters, this may have happened many years ago in Jesus’ hometown, but here 
today Jesus still offends, doesn’t He? The world still finds our Savior offensive… A prophet? Maybe… 
A great teacher? Surely… A good man? Definitely… But the Savior of their very lives? Oh, how can 
that be? Why would our God leave all the Glory of His Heavenly realm to humble himself completely 
and take on our human form? Why would He be born of a virgin in a manger and be raised as a 
humble carpenter? And then allowed himself to be beaten, crucified and buried?? 

I think most of us are intrigued by stories of people who went from rags to riches right? We like 
stories about someone’s battle against the odds and winning. Take Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak. I 
think most of you know now the story of Apple computers. Steve Jobs had the vision, the tenacity 
and Steve Wozniak had the technical know-how. Out of a garage they built one of the largest tech 
companies in the world. 

Or what about Oprah Winfrey? She was born into a very humble family where she had to wear 
potato sack dresses…but she became one of the first black female news anchors before the age of 20 
right here in Nashville and went on to build a great a media empire worth over a billion dollars. 

But our Savior has a reverse kind of story…He went from riches to rags. And isn’t the world, and 
even at times aren’t we, offended with this concept? Why could Jesus leave Heaven and all its glory 



so He could come and identify Himself with us in the common ordinary aspects of our lives? It would 
be easier to understand if He came in some spectacular fashion, more successful, more extravagant? 
I’m sure the Jewish leaders and the nation of Israel expected this. They expected a mighty warrior, a 
great king to come and save them… Not – a virgin-born child birthed in a manger and raised as a 
carpenter just a regular man they knew as Jesus. 

Mark’s point seems unmistakably clear—that people’s attitude toward Jesus can help or hinder His 
work. Isn’t that a rather sobering thought? The importance of one’s attitude toward, and relationship 
to, Jesus is highlighted in Mark’s Gospel. We can see throughout Mark that Jesus is shown to have 
power over and authority over nature, but not over people. Jesus heals diseases, casts out 
demons, raises the dead, controls the wind, but He doesn’t control people or dictate their response to 
Him. He commands people to be silent, but they go and blurt out everything He told them. He 
commands the woman at the tomb to go and tell the disciples the news of His resurrection, and they 
go and say nothing to no one because they were afraid. 

Since Jesus does not control human beings, their attitudes toward Him is an important factor in 
determining the works He can or cannot do among them. Did you notice that Mark stated that Jesus 
could do “no mighty works there, except laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. And 
He marveled because of their unbelief.” (Mark 6:5-6) 

Yes, the offensiveness of Jesus still persists even today. And this attitude toward Jesus still 
impedes the works He can do among His people. And the crazy thing to me is that what offends most 
people is exactly the thing that has the power to save them. Jesus himself said, “Blessed are they 
that are not offended at me.” See, the source of this blessing is the same as the cause for offense, 
Jesus’ complete and total identification with you and me in the common and ordinary circumstances 
in our life. Precisely because God so totally identifies Himself with us in Jesus—identifies Himself in 
our failures and in our successes, in our sorrows and in our joys, in our doubts and in our faith, in our 
fears and in our courage—we can be freely open to Christ’s works among us, and we can expect 
them too! 

What can we expect? That by the Power of the Holy Spirit we find ourselves little by little being 
changed into the likeness of Jesus. For He comes among us not to change the circumstances in 
the world around us to suit ourselves, but to change us for the circumstances of the world. 

And this is a perfect segue into part B of our Gospel reading this morning where Jesus sends out 
the twelve Apostles to spread the Gospel. I love it when the Gospel readings sets up my application 
of sermon for me. We can clearly see how Jesus doesn’t change the circumstances in the world to fit 
the Apostles, but He’s changing the Apostles for the world. There are three ways in which Jesus does 
this. 

First, He gave them authority…yes, the same authority that offended the people in Jesus’ 
hometown. It says in Mark, that He “gave them the authority over the unclean spirits.” But also, they 
called on the people to repent, so they would also have the authority from Jesus to forgive them of 
their sins. 

Second, Jesus sends them out with no bread, no bag, no money and only one tunic so they 
would have to be completely trusting God to provide for their needs. This is a point the Bible points 
out over and over to us, to trust our God completely…trusting that in all times and places that He will 
provide all we need. Whether that be food, clothing, money, or any spiritual need. 

Third, Jesus prepares them for rejection just as He had been rejected by His hometown. Jesus 
knows that His Word will offend some and that His followers will face rejection. So, He instructs 
them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. And if any place will not 
receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as 
a testimony against them.” (Mark 6:10-11). 

What Jesus is telling them is stay where you’re welcome and move on from places you are not. In 
Jesus’ time, if you walked through a place or an area considered unclean, you’d traditionally shake 



the sand and dust off as you left that place as to show you were not associating with them. What 
Jesus did not tell them was to debate, argue or chastise those that didn’t receive the Word. They had 
just witnessed Jesus’ experience with His hometown. 

My friends, isn’t this an excellent reminder for us still today. We still have that same authority 
from Jesus. Jesus left us with the authority to forgive sins…the authority to proclaim that the people 
should repent. We also should trust in Jesus so completely knowing that He will provide for our every 
need at all times and in all places. And we should also be prepared and know that some will be 
offended in the Word, the proclaiming of the Gospel, and that’s okay. When we offend, and His Word 
is rejected, we are to move on. 

I’m always reminded that Scripture interprets Scripture. On Wednesday mornings, I hold a Bible 
study at my office and we are going through Luke currently and this last week we covered the 
Parable of the Sower and as I was preparing this sermon it dawned on me how that Parable helps 
explain my point. This is one of the rare times Jesus actually explains one of His parables. We know 
from His explanation that the seed is the Word of God and what really hit me while preparing my 
lesson was that the sower spread the Word everywhere, not just on the good soil! The Word was 
spread on the path where Satan was able to get it before it took root. Some landed on rock, where it 
sprouted, but didn’t take root so when test it withered. Some landed among weeds and thorns, it 
took root but was chocked out by the ways of the world. And lastly, some fell on good soil and took 
root and produced an abundance of fruit. 

We are called to spread the Word…to all people, just as Jesus and the Disciples did. 
Let me share a personal illustration of what I’m trying to say. Back when I was around 6 or 7, I 

have a friend named George. I knew that George’s family didn’t attend church and wasn’t Christian. 
After our Vacation Bible School, I remember feeling that it was important that I share what I had 
learned about Jesus with George. I gave him a handout we’d been given and explained it to him. The 
next day, I remember George’s Mom coming down and explaining to my Mom that in no uncertain 
terms was I to talk to her son about Jesus any more. Talk about offended. I remember feeling so bad 
at the time that I had upset his Mom. My Mom reassured me that it would be okay and that I hadn’t 
done anything wrong. Well about 30 years later, George and I reconnected after some time of not 
talking and to my joy, George had become a Christian. I cannot express how happy this made me! 
Glory to God. Isn’t our God such an amazing God? 

I keep saying it, we are God’s hands, feet, heart and mouths sent out by His Son to bring the 
Good News to all those around us. We are to share this amazing news that we have been given…You 
are loved, you are forgiven, you are free, and you will live eternally. What joy, peace, love and hope 
that gives to those who not only hear but receive this wonderful Word. 

Brothers and sisters, it is my hope and prayer that you have not only heard the Words I’ve 
spoken, but that you truly received them! And by receiving them, at times you may be yourself 
offended…at times the Holy Spirit will hold up that mirror, you will find your sin’s offense, maybe it’s 
a grudge you are holding, an addiction you are battling, a regret you can’t get over… allow the Holy 
Spirit to come in and expel that offense! And as that change occurs, may we carry on the work of 
Jesus, carrying on His work of healing, visiting, teaching, sharing and loving those around us. God in 
Christ has reconciled us and being reconciled we become part of God’s plan to reconcile the whole 
world! Joy of all joys, we not only share the Good News with others, we actually become the Good 
News through our Christ-motivated service! AMEN 
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