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Have you ever fantasized about building your own dream house? With me, it would be 
a ranch style home that would be anywhere between 3,000 – 4,000 square ft. , and 
plenty of bedrooms and bathrooms so all the kids and grandkids would fit comfortably. 
Of course, all the rooms will be open and large; the kitchen and dining area, living 
room, family room, den, multiple car garage, screened in porch, fireplaces throughout 
the house, and lots of windows that overlook the rocky shores of Maine. It would also 
sit on a few acres, with no neighbors, and the temperature would always be 
comfortable and the ocean water would be warm. Hey, it’s my dream, so why not 
dream big. Well, that is my Camelot. 
 
Of course, this is just a fantasy, just a dream. But do you think that would bring me 
fulfillment, happiness, peace? Absolutely not. And yet I believe that so many are trying 
to live their life in the dream world, that fantasy. What they are really doing is what 
Jesus was talking about in that passage from Matthews gospel that we read today. 
They are attempting to build their house, their lives on the sand, on a dream, a 
fantasy. 
 
Now, in this passage Jesus is wrapping up the sermon on the mount, and He’s doing it 
with a warning. First, He wants the people to watch out for false prophets, which can 
be a difficult thing to do. You see, a person can say all the right things and do all the 
right things, but never really know God and have a right relationship with Him. That is 
why Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21) 
What He is saying here is that it is not the outward appearance that matters, but 
rather what is deep within you, what is at your core. That is why I think that the 
analogy  that Jesus uses here of building a house on either the rock for the sand, it’s 
perfect for this. 
 
Folks, if you are building your dream house, or your life on sand, you are going to 
have problems, because it’s a lousy foundation. In fact, I read about this concrete 
company who used some kind of inadequate material in their mix. So, these people 
who were buying concrete from this company were building foundations for houses 
with defective concrete. Well, it didn’t take long for the unsuspecting customers to 
notice that the walls were settling and cracking in their house. You see, no matter how 
nice the house maybe, or how much time and money and effort has been in building 



it, if the foundation is defective, the house is going to fall apart. So, whatever you are 
building, the foundation needs to be solid. 
 
Now, when Jesus talks about building our foundation on the rock, He’s speaking of 
himself, He is speaking of His gospel, He is speaking of God’s Word. And He is telling 
us that what we build our life upon, we make all the difference in who we are, and 
how we will live our life, and even what is before us. So, think about that. What kind 
of foundation are you building your life upon? As you think about that, let me share 
with you just a little bit of research that I found. In a recent Barna Research Group 
Study it stated only 41% of adults in the United States believe that the Bible is 
accurate in all that it teaches. That means that almost 60% of all adults in this country 
do not believe that the Bible, as God‘s Word, is trustworthy. Also, in a recent Gallop 
Poll it says that the average Christian in The United States looks and acts no differently 
than the average non-Christian.  
 
These are just a couple of examples that show us that there is a weakness in the 
foundation of those in this country who profess to be Christians. And I think what it 
does for us, is it makes us look at our life to see what weakness we might have in our 
own foundation. Like that concrete company, what inadequate materials have we 
thrown into the mix to weaken the concrete of our faith, so that we begin to crack and 
collapse when those storms come into our life? Maybe it’s pride, worldliness, envy, 
anger, hatred, lying, gossiping, holding onto grudges, dishonesty, coveting,  or 1000 
other things. But what this all does is it weakens our faith. It makes us doubt God, it 
makes us doubt God‘s Word. 
 
I’ll give you a perfect example, one that that you’ve heard from me many times. Look 
at that passage from Genesis today. Notice a pattern of temptation that we see here.  
The serpent, Satan asked the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any 
tree in the garden’?” (v1) You see, he’s questioning God‘s Word here, creating that 
doubt. Then he says, “You shall not surely die.” (v4). What he’s doing here is he is 
simply denying God’s Word. Then in step three in this pattern of temptation, he lies 
and offers a false promise.  He says, “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (v5) 
 
Well folks, the temptation has been around since that day in the garden, and people 
have been continuously eating it up. Why? Because people want to be their own God. 
They want to do what is right in their own eyes. And following God‘s will, following 
God‘s Word is simply not on their agenda. Their focus is on themselves, this life, this 
world. They’re putting all their eggs in this one basket, trying to find fulfillment, 
happiness, peace or whatever else they are searching for. They are trying to build their 
dream home on this world.  But that is just a fantasy, it’s just a dream. And one day 



everything they are building will come crashing down when the storms of reality hit, 
because they’re building on sand. 
 
 
This is the point that Jesus is making here. When we turn away from God and His 
Word because we want to be our own God and do our own thing, we are building on 
things that are so uncertain, so unsteady. What we need more than anything is to 
build on the solid rock of our Lord Jesus. We need to build on God‘s Word, the Word 
that became Flesh, because that is a sure and certain foundation. It is solid. It is 
strong. And it is ours forever. As it says in Isaiah, “The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the Word of our God will stand forever.” (Isaiah 40:8)  Folks, there is no better 
foundation than this. When we stand on the Word who became Flesh we stand in the 
strength of God. 
 
I mean look at everything we have in Christ. Jesus has brought us into a right and 
close relationship with the Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, by making right 
everything that was wrong between God and us. When Jesus destroyed our sins and 
His sacrifice on the cross, He was the one who opened the way for us to come to our 
Father and be in this relationship with Him. That curtain in the temple that separated 
God from us, was torn in two when Jesus died allowing every one of us to come into 
God‘s presence and truly know Him, to know His love, His forgiveness, His peace, and 
this life that He gives to us. 
 
And when Jesus rose from the dead, He gave us such an incredible hope; the hope of 
our resurrection, the hope of knowing God perfectly, for all eternity in heaven. That’s 
where our eyes need to be, not on this brief life in this temporary world. But on the 
absolute permanent of Christ in our life, a life that is eternal, a life that we have right 
now, and the life that we will celebrate to its fullest one day in heaven. When we build 
our life not on teachings, but on the person of Jesus Christ, the Word made Flesh, we 
are building on such a strong foundation, but it is impossible for us to collapse, not 
because of us, but because of Christ himself. He truly is our rock. He is our foundation. 
Or as Peter put it in his letter that we read today, “Christ is our corner stone.” 
 
Peter writes, “You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. For it stands in scripture: ‘Behold I am laying in Zion a stone, cornerstone 
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame.’” (1 Peter 
2:5-6) 
 
Of course, Peter is referring to us as the church, with Jesus as the cornerstone. Well, 
our whole faith, in fact, our whole life needs to rest on Jesus as our cornerstone. You 



see, back in biblical times the cornerstone was the most important part of the building. 
A building simply could not be soundly built without a cornerstone. 
 
Well, Jesus is our cornerstone. He is the foundation, the rock that we need to build our 
life upon. Because when we stand strong in Christ, no storm in our life can tear us 
down, not even death itself. So, if you’re looking to build your dream house, start with 
the foundation, start with the Word of God made Flesh, because that will be a house 
that will stand forever.  Amen. 
 


