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“Get Out” 
I am sure that all of us have smoke detectors in our homes that are similar to this one.  
It’s job is simple; when there is smoke in the house caused by a fire, a loud alarm 
sounds, warning everyone in the house, and basically telling them to “get out”.  But 
what if the smoke detector sounded the alarm and everyone ignored it?  Well 
obviously, if it was indeed a fire, and not just a burnt dinner (which I’m sure all of us 
have experienced) then everyone in the house would perish.  So, I think we would all 
agree that, it would really be a dumb thing to ignore that alarm, to not do anything, to 
not get out.  And yet this is exactly what people do all the time.   
 
We see this happening in that Isaiah passage that we read today. When Israel 
collapsed back in 587 BC and so many were taken to Babylon in captivity, that was 
quite a shock for the people. However, with every passing year, life in Babylon became 
easier, more tolerable, and even preferable to the Jews. The exiles became 
comfortable with their surroundings. In fact, documents that were unearthed at Tel el 
Marassu on the Tigris river, stated that blending in with that society had brought 
significant financial success. So, as time went on, the exiles just kind of got sucked up 
into that society.  Even Marduk, the Babylonian god, seemed much more real and 
much more powerful than the God of Israel. 
 
This really reminds me of that old “Frog in the kettle” experiment, where a frog is 
placed in some cool water. That water is then heated to a rate of .0036 of a degree 
per second. So the frog has absolutely no idea that the temperature of the water is 
increasing, because it is rising at such a slow rate. And as a result it never moves, and 
within a few hours the frog is dead, boiled to death. Of course, if the frog was put into 
that boiling water from the beginning, it would have just jumped right out. But since it 
was a slow and gradual rise in temperature, it just sat there totally oblivious to what 
was happening around him. 
 
Well, that’s exactly what was happening with the exiles. For them life in Babylon was 
the new normal. So, they never even noticed that the temperature of the water was 
slowly rising, and if they didn’t get out of there soon, they were going to die. 
 
Now, Isaiah‘s job here then, was to sound the alarm, and do all that he could do to 
wake these people up from their spiritual slumber. And get them out of what that 
burning house called Babylon. In chapter 51 he says, “Wake yourself, wake yourself, 
stand up, o Jerusalem.” (Is 51:17a) And again in chapter 52 he says, “Awake, awake, 
put on your strength, o Zion.” (Isaiah 52:1a) And in that passage that we read today, 



he cries out, “Get out from Babylon, flee from Chaldea, declare this with a shout of 
joy, proclaim it, send it out to the end of the earth, say, the Lord has redeemed His 
servant Jacob!” (Isaiah 48:20) 
 
OK, so what was Israel‘s response to this alarm going off? Nothing. There was no 
response at all. They didn’t want to leave. The bright lights of Babylon, the sounds of 
Babylon, the religion of Babylon coaxed many of them to stay right where they were. 
As I said, it was comfortable, it was the new normal for them. This is why just in 
chapter 48 alone the profit refers to them as stubborn, unyielding, headstrong, prone 
to idolatry, deaf, deceptive, and stubborn rebels from birth. I mean, you would think 
that they would have taken the hint. In fact, throughout this chapter, Isaiah is 
pleading with them “to listen”. That word “listen”, appears 11 times just in this chapter 
alone. 
 
You know, I can just imagine how the people responded to Isaiah. I think they would 
have said something like, “Isaiah, look around you. Babylon is the political, military, 
and religious super power of the day! This is the land of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness! Why should we go back to Judah? Why should we liquidate our assets, 
pack up our bags, and pull up stakes, just to go back and live in a land that has been 
devastated by famine and war. Get out of Babylon? You got to be crazy!” 
 
Folks, the smoke detector was sounding the alarm, but the exiles simply ignored it. 
The water was getting hotter and hotter, but Israel, like that frog in the kettle, didn’t 
even notice. They were too obsessed with everything that Babylon had to offer. 
 
Does this sound familiar? The truth is, this world, this country, the society is Babylon. 
And God is most definitely sounding the alarm, calling us out of Babylon, just as He did 
throughout all of Scripture. Think about it, it was the Lord who called Abraham and 
Sarah out of Haran. It was the Lord who called Lot and his family out of Sodom. It was 
the Lord who called Israel out of Egypt. In fact throughout Scripture we have the 
Lord’s ongoing call for His people to get out of those places where there is decay, 
decadence and death. He knew that if they didn’t get out, it would destroy them. 
 
Well, I believe we have all known that same decay and decadence and death that sin 
has brought into this world and into our life. We see it all around us in this society of 
ours. I suppose you can even say that we live in the United States of Babylon. You 
can’t even watch television, or a movie, or get on the Internet without having it slap 
you in the face. And with every passing day we get more and more used to it, and we 
allow it to come into our life. It has become the new normal for us. So, we don’t even 
notice that the water is getting hotter and hotter. 
 



Now, I realize that at times it might seem that we are in a hopeless situation. But we 
are not. Folks, God has not given up on us, just as He never gave up on the people of 
Israel. How many times did Israel turn its back on God, walk away from Him, and 
worship other gods? And yet the Lord was always there calling them back, forgiving 
their sins, and restoring them into a right relationship with Him once again. He never 
gave up on them. That is what His grace is all about. 
 
So understand, He is not giving up on you either. Just like Israel, He continues to call 
out to you to “Get out of Babylon!” He even provides the way to get out. Do you 
remember Jesus words in John’s Gospel, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the father except through me.” (John 14:6) Our Lord Jesus does indeed 
provide the way out. Look, we all know the pain, the emptiness, the guilt, the doubts, 
the hopelessness that our sins bring into our life. We know that awful burden, that 
unbearable weight that our sins lay on us. And as I have seen in so many, this prison 
that sin puts us in, seems totally inescapable. But that’s a lie. 
 
Jesus really is the way out, with the truth of the gospel, which gives us life, eternal 
life. This was His whole purpose for going to the cross, to defeat that enemy of sin, 
death, hell and Satan that was holding us captive. We don’t have to live in this 
emptiness, this hopelessness, feeling so far away from our God, because Jesus has 
provided the way out. He has washed us clean in His blood, and restored us to a right 
relationship with our God. This is who we are right now! We are people who belong to 
Christ! We are children of the Almighty God! We are people who have a life that is 
never going to end, a life that one day we will celebrate to its absolute fullest with our 
Lord in heaven. Folks, this is not just a teaching, a doctrine. This is the reality of who 
we are now in Christ Jesus, and this needs to be our lifestyle, as well. So, when we 
take hold of this truth of the gospel and we make it our own, and it becomes a way of 
life for us, That right there is what “get us out” of this Babylon that we live in today. 
 
Now obviously, we cannot physically leave this world, this society, this culture, unless 
we go home to be with the Lord. But we most definitely can get out of the mindset, 
the lifestyle, the culture of this Babylon that we are living in, by clinging to the 
freedom that we have in Christ. It is this real and living relationship that we have with 
our Almighty God, a relationship that Jesus made possible through His saving work on 
the cross; this is what changes everything for us. It changes how we look at this life, 
this world. It frees us from any fear, doubt, or worry when tornadoes come our way, 
or cancer, or heart disease, or even when the coronavirus is a threat. It changes our 
worldly eyes to eternity eyes. It brings us peace. It fills us with joy. And boy oh boy, 
does it ever give us hope! Folks, it is this truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ, that is 
what gets us out of Babylon. Sure, right now we may be exiles in this world. And I say 
this because, this place, this world is not our home, this is not where we belong. Our 
home is with the Lord. Our home is heaven. So, understand this, even though we may 



be in this world, we are definitely not of this world, we are not of Babylon. And when 
we take hold of this truth, that we are the Lords, then that is how we will live our life, 
and that is what gets us out of Babylon. 
 
Now, as I brought up earlier, God called the exiles to get out of Babylon. And their 
response was no response at all. So today, I would like you to think about what I 
shared with you, and ask yourself, what is your response to God’s call for you to get 
out of Babylon. Think about that. Pray about that. Where are you at in your life right 
now? Are you perfectly comfortable in this world, sitting in that water that is heating 
up ever so slowly, or are you anxious to hop out of that kettle? Are you ignoring the 
alarm that God is sounding to get out of Babylon, or are you already out the door? Are 
you looking through worldly eyes or eternity eyes? Where is your focus? Where is your 
desire? Where is your heart? 
 
You know, if you and I take the time to go through this little spiritual exercise, I truly 
believe it will help us to focus more on the Lord and less on this world. I think it will 
also help us to be more conscious of how we are living our life, and where our 
priorities are at. And I think it will also help us to open our ears and our life, to hear 
the Lord calling us out of Babylon, to a much more fulfilling, peaceful, and joyful life. 
So let’s open our life to the Lord right now as we come to Him in prayer. Amen. 


