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I think that most of us are familiar with Charles Dickens novel, “A Christmas Carol”, and 
how the heart of Ebenezer Scrooge was changed on that one Christmas. But you know, I 
believe that the opening lines of another Dickens novel, more accurately describe the 
way Christmas feels for many people. He begins, “A Tale of Two Cities”, with these 
familiar words: “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. It was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness. It was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of 
unbelief. It was the season of light, it was the season of darkness. It was the spring of 
hope, it was the winter of despair. We had everything before us and we had nothing 
before us.” 
 
Well, as I see it, Christmas is a lot like that. It’s a season of contrasts. In fact, you could 
add to all of this, that it’s a time of prosperity and a time of poverty. It’s a season of 
Goodwill and a season on ugly greed. Christmas is a time of family togetherness, and a 
time of excruciating loneliness. Now, don’t get me wrong. We all want Christmas to be 
the best of times. I think that’s why we decorate, and donate, and shop till we drop. But 
as much as we want Christmas to be the best of times, sometimes it ends up being the 
worst of times. And I believe that this has to do with our perspective, how we see things, 
how we see this life, this world. 
 
Let me show you what I mean. There was this married couple who were being welcomed 
into eternity with these words: “Welcome to eternity. Please note our super wide screen 
television that plays nonstop football, baseball, hockey, and other sports, as well as 
action movies, starring Sylvester Stallone, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Bruce Willis, and a 
host of others, including Chuck Norris, and every episode of Walker, Texas Ranger.”  
Well, the husband pumped his fist in the air and said, “Yes, I made it to heaven.” While 
his wife, standing next to him, looked so distraught as she thought to herself, “Oh no, I 
ended up in hell.”  You see, it’s all a matter of perspective. 
 
Well, the passage that we read from Isaiah tonight sounds very much like those opening 
lines of a tale of two cities. Isaiah‘s message here is one of contrast: it was a season of 
light end of darkness. The people dwelt in a land of deep darkness. During Isaiah‘s day 
the Assyrian army defeated Israel, leveled their cities and exiled many of them to distant 
lands. It really was the worst of times for them. Well, we see this same contrast in 
people today. 
 
So often, when you are going through bad times, dark times, all you can see is what you 
are going through. In a way that darkness makes it impossible for you to see beyond it. 



As I’ve explained to you many times, that is seeing through worldly eyes, where all you 
can see is this life, this world, and the difficulties that you’re struggling with. 
 
Well, there really are so many today who are living their life in this darkness. It may be 
that their health or the health of a loved one is failing, and they’re wondering if this 
might be their last Christmas. There are those who are grieving over the death of a loved 
one, and all they can think about is how much they miss them. There are those who are 
wrestling with old hurts that just won’t heal, or new ones that just keep festering. Of 
course, there are those whose focus is entirely on this life, thinking that this is 
everything. So, they make their plan, they set their priorities, they strive for their goal, 
they seek for success, only to find just how empty it is when they get there. Just ask 
Buzz Aldrin, who shot for the moon and reach that goal, but he fell into depression and 
alcoholism when it was all over, because he felt that there was no more mountains to 
climb. And we see the same pattern with all those who are looking through worldly eyes, 
thinking of this life, this world as being everything, and trying to find some kind of 
fulfillment and peace in that. These are those people who are dwelling in that land of 
deep darkness. And from what I have seen, that’s where the majority of people are living 
right now. 
 
But folks, what tonight shows us is that it doesn’t have to be this way. Isaiah wrote, “The 
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness, on them has light shined.” (Isaiah 9:2)  He then went on to prophecy 
about this light, he writes, “To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 
 
Of course, this is what we are celebrating tonight. Our Lord Jesus is the ultimate 
fulfillment of this prophecy. He is the light that came into the darkness of sin, The 
darkness of this world, and the darkness that is in our life. And he has shattered that 
darkness with the brightness of his light. Our God took on flesh so that he might take 
you into his arms and heal our hurt, forgive our sins, and destroy the power of that 
darkness forever. Our God took on flesh to live a life that we could not, a perfect life, so 
that he would be the perfect sacrifice on the cross. He suffered and died there in our 
place, so that we might have life, true life, eternal life, a life where death has lost its 
stand. This is what Jesus accomplished with his sacrifice, and this is what his 
resurrection proved. Folks, Jesus is that brilliant light! He is that eternal light! He is that 
glorious light! And there is no darkness that can overcome this light! And because of 
Christ, there is no darkness that can overcome us. Not the darkness of sin! Not the 
darkness of death! The darkness of hell! Not the darkness of Satan! Jesus, the light of 
the world, totally destroyed all that darkness in us with his glorious light! This is what we 
are really celebrating tonight and this is the truth that each one of us needs to cling to.  
 



I remember a time long ago when I consciously experienced this light shattering the 
darkness that I was living my life in. I know I shared this story with you years ago, but I 
think it’s worth repeating. I was about 20 years old, and believe me, I was dwelling in 
the land of deep darkness. I looked at my life and I saw someone who was defiantly not 
of God, and my words, my thoughts, my actions showed that very clearly. I felt empty, 
alone, and worthless. I hated myself, so, naturally I thought that God must hate me, as 
well. Maybe some of you can relate to this?  
 
Well, it was getting towards Christmas, and I found myself in a card shop. It was there 
that I saw what I consider to be the greatest Christmas card ever. On the front of the 
card, in black-and-white was a picture of a garbage dump, with broken bottles, old 
appliances, and bundles of outdated newspapers. However, rising out of this garbage 
heap, in beautiful color, was a rose.  
 
At the time, that struck me as incredible contrast. Well, somehow, that card spoke to my 
soul. So, there I was, standing in this card shop, staring at this card with tears rolling 
down my cheeks. You see, that card showed me what God did for me on that first 
Christmas. Into a dark world of broken hearts, shattered dreams, guilty consciences, and 
feelings of unworthiness, God sent his son, like a rose on a garbage bump. He sent his 
son because he loves us more than any of us can imagine. He sent his son because we 
needed him to shatter that darkness of sin in us. He sent his son to be that light that 
shines on us and in us.   
 
That is one of the first memories I have of really knowing that light shining into my soul. 
And that is when I began to see things differently, not with worldly eyes, but with 
eternity eyes. In this light of Christ I could see so much better than when I was in that 
darkness. I could actually see God‘s love for me, and all that he has done for me, all that 
he has freely given to me, all that I now have in Christ Jesus. 
 
Folks, whether tonight is for you the best of times or the worst of times, the spring of 
hope or the winter of despair, please understand that the light which Isaiah prophesied 
about has indeed come. And it is this light that really does enable you to see things so 
much better, not with worldly eyes, but with eternity eyes. And believe me, when you 
see things in the light of Christ, it does indeed give you a whole new perspective; One 
that fills you with a peace that this world doesn’t understand, a joy that is lasting, and a 
hope that won’t ever disappoint you. This is my prayer for all of us here tonight, that we 
all would strive to live every day in this light. Amen. 
 


