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Let’s play a little game called, “Name That Movie”. What movie is it where 
there is a young, handsome prince who lived in a stately castle? However, 
the prince was very self-absorbed, and cared little about others. As a result 
of that, one day an enchantress, disguised as an old woman, put a curse on 
him and turned him and turned him into an ugly, repulsive beast, and 
changed all his servants into household items. 
Yes, the movie was “Beauty and the Beast”. Now, if you recall, the beast 
was so ugly and so ashamed of how he looked that he hid in his castle, 
secluding himself from everyone and everything. Of course, that all changed 
one day what a sweet young lady, named Belle, came into his life. As we all 
know this young beauty came to love the beast, and because of that the 
curse was lifted and the beast became beautiful. 
So, my question is, have you ever felt like that beast? And no, I’m not 
referring to looks. What I’m asking is, have you ever felt just plain ugly, not 
on the outside, but on the inside? And because of that, have you ever felt 
ashamed, rejected, and alone, so much so that you just wanted to hide it? I 
sure have. There have been plenty of times when I felt so ugly because I 
acted ugly. I have messed up so often because of my bad choices, my sins. 
And believe me, I felt just like that beast, ugly and ashamed. 
Well, it’s my guess that you can relate to this, for the simple reason that I 
am constantly dealing with people who believe that they are that beast. 
They look at their sins, all those horrible choices they made, and they think 
of themselves and their lives as one ugly mess. 
Well, in that passage from Zachariah that we read today, we can see that 
the prophet knew all about ugly messes.  Since the book of Zechariah is 
probably not that well known to you, let me give you a little taste of what 
was happening. Zachariah was living in Judah which at that time was a 
Persian province. From a spiritual perspective, it was one ugly mess. For 
example, Zachariah described Joshua, the High Priest as wearing filthy 
garments, meaning that he was unclean and unfit to offer sacrifices for the 
people.  (Zechariah 3:3) Then, in a vision, he sees a woman who was stuck 
in something that resembled a garbage can. You see, wickedness was 
personified as a female here, who was leading people away from worshiping 



the one true God, much like the foreign wives of Solomon turned him away 
from God to worship their gods. (Zachariah 5:7). Then Zachariah writes 
about how the beautiful Cedars had fallen. This was referring to the 
judgment that fell on Judas’ Shepherds, their spiritual leaders. These are 
just a few examples, but it shows us the beast here very clearly. And this is 
a them that is repeated again and again in scripture. 
Now, as I mentioned earlier, I think we all can see that ugly beast in 
ourselves.  There are times when we are rude, angry, defiant, stubborn, 
self-absorbed.  We lose our temper. We say and do hurtful things. We make 
bad choices.  Simply put, we make a mess of everything. Just like Judah, we 
can be so ugly that we become this beast. 
OK, with that understanding, listen again to what is Zachariah writes, “On 
that day the Lord God will save them, as the flock of his people; for like the 
jewels of a crown they shall shine on his land.” (Zachariah 9:16). Folks, even 
though God’s people were so disobedient, so repulsive, so ugly, and in no 
way deserving any forgiveness, here we have God‘s promise of forgiveness 
and restoration. Now, that is God’s grace. There is no way that this beast 
deserved love, but nevertheless, the beauty loved the beast unconditionally. 
And as a result of that love the beast became beautiful. And take a look at 
how beautiful. It says here that God called his people “Jewels on a crown 
shining in the land.” Again, that is pure Grace. 
Folks, that’s what I want you to take hold of here today. Scripture tells us 
again and again that the Lord brings this same grace, this same undeserved 
love to you and me. We all know very well, the ugly mess that sin has made 
in our life. We all know that beast within us, and that we are undeserving of 
God’s love and his forgiveness. In fact, I think we have this part down pat. 
The problem is that we have such a hard time believing, really trusting that 
our beautiful Lord and Savior could actually love us and forgive us, when we 
are so ugly and undeserving. And yet the truth of God’s word here tells us 
that we are jewels on a crown that is shining. That is all God‘s grace! And 
what God’s grace does is it makes us shine.  As undeserving as we may be, 
It makes us a reflection of our Lord Jesus, the light of the world. 
Let me go back to Zachariah to show you this. I think that most of you are 
probably familiar with these verses in Zachariah where it says, “Rejoice 
greatly, o daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, o daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 
your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble 
and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey…  



... I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. 
As for you also, because of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners 
free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double” (Zachariah 9:9-12) 
Folks, this is a prophecy of a great victory, with its fulfillment found in Jesus’ 
triumphant entrance into Jerusalem on the day we call Palm Sunday. 
However, we all know what happened during that week. Zachariah even 
prophesied about that as well. There was the prophecy of how Judas would 
betray Jesus, where Zachariah writes, “And they weighed out my wages; 
thirty pieces of silver. Then the Lord said to me, “Now throw it in the 
Potter”, the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took the thirty 
pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the Lord, to the Potter” 
(Zechariah 11:12b – 13) Then there was the prophecy of how Jesus’ 
disciples would be scattered when he would be arrested in Gethsamie. 
Zachariah rights, “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man 
who stands next to me”, declares the Lord of hosts. Strike the shepherd and 
the sheep will be scattered.” (Zachariah 13:7) There’s even a prophecy 
referring to Christ crucifixion. Zachariah rights, “And I will pour out on the 
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas 
for mercy, so that, when they look on me, and him whom they have pierced, 
they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child; and weep bitterly 
over him as one weeps over a firstborn.” (Zachariah 12:10)  
My point is, the beast is rearing its ugly head once again, trying to destroy 
the most beautiful person ever in an effort to make him totally repulsive. 
And that’s exactly what Jesus was, as he hung there on the cross. And it 
wasn’t simply because of the deep gashes that the crown of thorns left on 
his head. Nor was it from the marks of the scourging and nails, and the 
spear that pierced His body. Folks, the beast that put Jesus upon that cross 
was so hateful, and ugly, and repulsive. And yet our Beautiful Savior loved 
the beast so much that he took all that ugliness of sin onto Himself. He 
became that ugly sin, in order to destroy that sin in His sacrifice. He was so 
repulsive that even His father had to turn away from Him. So, He took that 
ugliness, and in His death He destroyed that ugliness. And with His 
resurrection He gave the beast a total makeover.  
Last week I mentioned that, as the light of the world, Jesus came into this 
world for one reason and one reason only, to destroy the darkness of sin 



forever. Well, he accomplished this, and in doing so, he has taken that 
ugliness right out of us and has made us beautiful in God’s eyes, perfectly 
beautiful. This is how the Almighty God sees us now, all because our 
beautiful Savior has given us a complete makeover. So, if this is who we are 
in God’s eyes, then why not live our life like this. 
Zachariah described us as “Jewels on my crown” Well, what makes Jewels 
so beautiful is how they reflect the light. You and I have changed from being 
so ugly to being so beautiful, all because we have been washed clean in the 
blood of Christ. In God’s eyes we are such precious jewels. So, it is my 
prayer today, as these precious jewels, we would truly be a reflection of the 
light of the world, and shine this very same light of love on to all those in 
our life, because folks, that is what makes us so beautiful, being that 
reflection. Amen. 
 


