
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
CELEBRATION WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM 

SUNDAY, APRIL 25TH , 2021 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
(You may also follow the Order of Worship as projected on the overhead screens.) 

 

THE GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A PRAYER ASKING FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

THE OPENING SONG: “I Saw the Light” 
 

 

THE CONFESSION  

P: Let us confess our sins to God and one another. 
All: Lord, we confess that we are like sheep who have gone astray.  We have heard 

Your words of love, but they continue to fall on deaf ears.  Your Word of 
Forgiveness is clearly for us, but instead we have turned away and listened to 
our own voice.  Today, Lord, we confess our sin and want to be made right 
with You, for we are empty Lord.  Please, help us to hear Your voice and fill us 
with Your Word of Love.  

 

THE ABSOLUTION 

P:  God’s Word is clear today.  If we confess our sin, God is faithful, and will forgive 
our sin and cleanse us from the impurities of our life.  God’s Word is clear today.  
Our old self was crucified with Jesus so that the sinful body might be destroyed 
and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.  God’s Word is clear today.  While 
we were helpless, Christ died for the ungoldy.  God loved the world and gave 
His Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  
God’s Word is our Word of Love.  Amen.   

 

 

INTROIT:  Psalm 23 (NKJ) 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  
he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul:  
he leadeth me in the paths  



of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk  
through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil:  
for thou art with me;  
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me  
in the presence of mine enemies:  
thou anointest my head with oil;  
my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  
all the days of my life:  
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
  

SONG: “Nobody” ~ soloist, Melanie Drudge  
 

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

THE FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16 (ESV) 
“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek 
them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been 
scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they 
have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. And I will bring them out 
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own 
land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain 
heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing 
land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the 
shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord God. I 
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I 
will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in 
justice. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
THE SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 (ESV) 

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 



By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; for 
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows 
everything. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before 
God; and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments 
and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. Whoever 
keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 (ESV) 
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who 
is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep 
that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I 
lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it 
up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SONG: “I Bowed on My Knees and Cried Holy” Soloist, David Kempton   

 

SERMON: “An Amazing Love” ~ Rev. Keith Enko 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

THE RITE OF FIRST COMMUNION  

 

THE LIFTING UP OF OUR PRAYERS  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 



THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 

Five Questions to Ask Yourself: 
1. Am I a baptized member of the Christian Faith? 
2. Am I a sinner and am I sorry for my sins? 
3. Do I believe that my only hope of forgiveness is found in my Savior 

Jesus Christ and His death and resurrection for me? 
4. Do I believe that Jesus gave me His body and blood together with the 

bread and wine for the assurance of the forgiveness of my sins? 
5. Will I try, by the power of God, to amend my sinful life? 

(If a worshipper cannot answer yes to all five of these questions, or if they are 
not sure what they mean, then we ask them to speak with the Pastor before 
they commune. We do this out of love and concern for all our worshippers.) 
 

SONG: “I Know Who Holds My Hand”  ~ Soloist, David Kempton and Rachel Seiler 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

A PRAYER OF THANKS 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

CLOSING SONG: “What a Friend We Have In Jesus” 


