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Sermon for March 1 2020 
Title: “Worth” 
Text: Isaiah 43:1-7 
 
As some of you probably know, my daughter attends preschool here at Emmanuel. She’s 3 ½ now and I 
absolutely love that age because she’s old enough to understand what’s going on, yet young enough to 
still get excited about the littlest of things. For example, we were at the dollar store the other day and 
she found this little dog figurine that she just couldn’t live without. It was the paw patrol after all – I 
completely understand.   
 
So, naturally, I told her she could have it.  As soon as I said this, though, she started squealing in delight! 
I mean, people all over the store were coming to see what this kid was so excited about. She starts 
saying “oh thank you daddy, thank you, thank you”. She even slept with that thing that night, I love it! 
 
Now, on the one hand, I realize that I was probably just played by a 3 year old. On the other, it made me 
realize that even though the things that excite us may change there are all sorts of things that still just 
overwhelm us with joy. Like when we get engaged, buy our first house, or land that great job. There are 
some things in life that just give us this great, even overwhelming sense of joy that just sticks with us. 
 
And of course, the opposite is true too. Sometimes we get overwhelmed in life when bad things happen 
to us. Like when we lose a spouse, or lose our job, or get divorced.  It doesn’t even have to be that dark 
– sometimes life overwhelms us because we are stretched too thin.  Like when you have 2 ½ kids that 
you never see, because of that dead-end job that you hate, and you haven’t spent time with your 
spouse in so long you are beginning to forget what they look like. Life is just overwhelming, isn’t it? 
 
Unlike those good things that overwhelm us – which happen and then they are done – you get the job 
and then you continue on with life.  Doesn’t it seem like when life overwhelms us in a bad way it just 
never seems to end – it’s not just a moment, but an entire season of our lives? Because it’s never just 
one thing, is it? It’s feels like it is one thing after another after another! Layer on top of layer that just 
keeps piling on top of us 
 
For example, a few years ago I experienced a season like this in my own life. I had just taken on a new 
job and was having to put one fire out after another – so I was already stretched to my limit. Then we 
had an expected death in the family that absolutely devastated us – and I just sunk a little lower. Then 
my daughter was born – which was great – but my wife was having difficulty recovering and we were 
first time parents.  So now I’m even more stressed and sleep deprived. Then our insurance didn’t pay 
part of our hospital bill – and we couldn’t afford it. And then came the final blow – the non-profit I was 
working for laid off my entire department effective immediately. 
 
And I remember sitting there one night, 3 am, rocking my daughter back to sleep and I just broke down 
I was ashamed that I couldn’t provide for my family, afraid about how the bills would be paid, worried 
about finding a job, missing the loved one who just passed, and it wasn’t just one thing… but everything 
that broke me. And I was just in a pit that I couldn’t seem to get out of.  
 
You know, when life keeps kicking us while we are down, it gets to the point that all we can see and all 
we can think of is negative.  And that feeling just keeps us there and defines that season of our life. 
Proverbs 23 puts it this way: For as a man thinks within himself, so he is.  
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In our reading from Isaiah this morning, it’s this exact situation of being overwhelmed by life that Isaiah 
is wrestling with.  By the time that Isaiah was born the Israelite nation had been divided into two 
kingdoms. One in the north called Israel, and one in the south called Judah.  Right around the time that 
Isaiah is writing our reading for today, a powerful nation known as Assyria invaded the Northern 
Kingdom – and completely destroyed it. 
 
They killed thousands – women and children - and those who survived were carried off into slavery all 
over the ancient world. And now, they began to invade the southern kingdom where Isaiah lived.   
To make matters worse, this was coming to them after years of being under terrible kings who 
oppressed them as well. So Isaiah and the people around him were spent.  They were overwhelmed 
with every bad thing that this world had done to them. Tired of being pawns in a game of kings. 
And now they are sitting in a hopeless situation and they saw no way out. 
 
 
So as God begins to speak through Isaiah this morning, He knows that He can’t just tell us that we need 
to have hope.  Because when we are in our worst times, knowing that one day our life is going to get 
better does not make today any easier to deal with. It’s like when we go to a friend devastated by a bad 
break up and they say “don’t worry, there are plenty of fish in the sea”… that doesn’t make things 
better. God knows that when we are in that season when all we can see is the negative, and the whole 
world is crushing in around us then what we really need in that moment isn’t just freedom from the 
situation that we are in. It’s freedom from the power that this world has to put us there in the first 
place. That’s what we really want, isn’t it; when life just won’t back down? Not just freedom from what 
we are going through, but the strength to know that we will never have to be in this situation again 
 
So in order to do this, before God changes our situation, He has to change something in us first 
And this is just what He does.  Look again at how this passage begins: 
 
1  But now thus says the LORD, He who created you, O Jacob, He who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for 
I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.  
Isaiah 43:1 
 
We might not pick up on it immediately but every one that was around Isaiah would have. You see, 
Jacob was a figure in the Old Testament that was known for being a con-man – in fact, that is exactly 
what his name in Hebrews means. And although he had tried to change his life, he was never really able 
to get free of his struggles, until one night when we find him all alone hiding on a riverbank.  
Behind him a man he had just escaped who was trying to kill him and on his way to meet him was his 
own brother, who Jacob conned years earlier wants to kill him. Either way, Jacob knows he was going to 
die in the morning. 
 
But in a single night, God met with Jacob and completely changed his life – He not only set him free from 
his situation, but He also changed something in Jacob as well so that he would never have to face a 
situation like this again.  In light of this, God changes his name from Jacob – the con man – to Israel, 
which means “God Prevails”. 
 
Isn’t that what we really want to know in those hard times, that in the end God’s got this, that God 
prevails? 
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So, the point that Isaiah is making is that is that God is not in the business of destruction – it is not His 
intent for what you are facing today to overtake you.  Instead God is in the business of victory. It’s God’s 
intent to set you free from the situation that you are in today, because God prevails. He doesn’t just do 
this for what surrounds us, but also in us, through us, and permanently.  Because victory is not simply 
surviving the battle you are in, when you have true victory, you’ve conquered your enemy for good 
 
 
Then God takes it one step further, He says: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name, you are mine.                 
 
Again, this is something that the people around Isaiah would have immediately seen the power in. In 
their culture, when God gives us a name it is a redefinition of who you are – like Jacob becoming Israel 
But when you are called up by a name God gives you, it signified ownership and responsibility for 
It’s like adopting a child and giving them your last name. You’re claiming that child as your own and you 
are taking on the obligation care and protect them for the rest of their lives 
 
So, what God is saying here when He says “do not fear, I have called you by name and you are mine” 
He is inviting us to change our perspective on our situation and our life; because if you are under God’s 
care, then all of your problems are now God’s problems. Not yours. 
 
Put it this way, If someone were threatening my daughter, trying to cause her harm, even make her 
have a bad day, I don’t expect my daughter to defend herself against them.  If someone is threatening 
my child, they are going to have to answer to me. If your child were in danger, there is no length that 
you wouldn’t go to keep them from harm.  It is the same way with us and God. 
 
You see, God knows that life can only overwhelm us when we are facing challenges that we can’t stand 
against, the sooner we accept the fact that those impossible situations we face are not ours to 
overcome, the sooner we will have freedom from them forever.  
 
I love this little word “Redeem” here – so often we associate it with sin… or coupons.  But in Hebrew, 
the meaning of this word here means paying a ransom. So He is saying don’t fear, because I have already 
removed you from the power they have over you 
 
In fact, this is exactly what God means in the next verse 
 
God knows that just because overcoming our problems is His problem, it doesn’t mean that we don’t 
need the strength to endure what we are going through in the moment. 
 
(SLIDE) 
2  When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 
you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3  For I 
am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior… 4  Because you are precious in my eyes, and 
honored, and I love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange for your life.  
Isaiah 43:2-4 
 
So when He says “When you pass through the waters and I will be with you, and the rivers won’t 
overwhelm you” He’s saying that even if you are in over your head and think that the situation you are 
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in today might drown you.  That that pile of debt you can’t get out from under, that relationship you 
can’t mend, that addiction you can’t beat.  He is right there with you – and it won’t overtake you 
 
And just like being surrounded by a raging fire, if you feel like the whole world is crashing in around you 
and that there is no way out from the situation you are facing today God is saying, you won’t just survive 
this, you’ll come out of this without a scratch on you. Because God is the victor and He will prevail. 
 
I love how God ends this passage, because when we are in a pit, we look at everything with a bit of 
skepticism.  So God ends these verses by telling us why He has chosen to do all this. He doesn’t say 
anything about being deserving or being good enough or faithful enough. He’s doing this for you simply 
because He loves you.   Like a Father to a child, you are precious to Him and He would trade the world 
for you. That is your worth to God 
 
I don’t know what kind of struggles you brought with you this morning.  I don’t know what this world 
has done to you to hold you down or hold you back. I don’t know what kind of hurts have kept you 
captive – maybe for years.  But I do know this:  Your worth is not what this world says it is, it’s what God 
says it is – And He is greater than whatever has power over you today.  If you want freedom, want 
victory over what you are facing today.  Then stop trying to fight harder in fights you can’t win 
And understand that as a child of God, that fight is no longer yours, it’s His. 
 
 
Could you imagine what our lives would look like if we could only hold onto that truth? 
How many marriages could be restored, struggles would be ended, and lives would be saved if this 
world understood this?  Today is the first day of a season that we in the church call Lent. It is a time of 
reflection.  So I want to encourage you the season to realize that if God would give His only Son to die 
for you, there is no length that He would not go to save you from whatever you are facing now.  
  
You are worth that much to Him. 
 
 
AMEN 
 
Rev. Patrick Darnell 


