
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
CELEBRATION WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM 

SUNDAY, MAY 2ND, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

(You may also follow the Order of Worship as projected on the overhead screens.) 

 
THE GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
A PRAYER ASKING FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 

 
THE OPENING SONG: “How Can I Keep from Singing”  

 
INVOCATION:  
 
THE CONFESSION OF OUR SINS: 

C: O most merciful God, we confess to You that even though we are in 
Christ, we often live as if we were not. Sin dwells in us like blight. We 
fail to bear fruit and we deserve none of Your blessings. Father, remove 
our sin as a vinedresser prunes the vine, that we may bear fruit in 
keeping with repentance, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

 
THE ABSOLUTION 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us and for His sake forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore announce 
to you the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. You were grafted into the vine of Christ by baptism. Receive 
now the nourishment of the Holy Spirit that you may bear fruit in God’s Kingdom. 

 
C: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

THE PSALM OF PRAISE:  Psalm 1 (ESV) 

Blessed is the man 
    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
    and on his law he meditates day and night. 



He is like a tree 
    planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
    and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 
The wicked are not so, 
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Glory be to the Father and to  
the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  

Amen. 
 

EMMANUEL HANDBELLS:   “For the Beauty of the Earth”    

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

 

THE FIRST READING:  Galatians 5:16-25 (ESV) 
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the 
desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the 
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want 
to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the 
flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, 
and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires. 
 
If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SECOND READING:  :  1 John 4:1-11 (ESV) 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 

God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit 



of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 

God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of 

the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. Little 

children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater 

than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the 

world, and the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to 

us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth 

and the spirit of error. 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 

born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 

sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not 

that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation 

for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:  John 15:1-11 (ESV) 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does 
not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it 
may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken 
to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away 
like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so 
prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in 
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken 
to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SONG: “ Draw Me Close to You”  



THE MESSAGE: “The Need to Be Connected” ~ Rev. Keith Enko 

 

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Apostles Creed 

 

THE LIFTING UP OF OUR PRAYERS 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

THE BLESSING 

 

THE CLOSING SONG: “Come to Jesus” 


