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Grace, Peace and Mercy to you from God our Father and our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Amen! 
 
The challenge with any well known story is trying to keep the same 
excitement, awe, wonder you had when you first heard or read it. Not to 
mention remembering that our God works in some most amazing ways. I think 
this would apply to our reading for today.  As we celebrate Epiphany Sunday, 
we have the story of the 3 wise man or magi from the Gospel of Matthew. It 
announces that God has appeared among us as the Promised One to be the 
Savior of all people of every nation, Gentiles as well as Jews. Epiphany puts 
the spotlight on the truth that this human being born in Bethlehem is truly 
God; He is the God-man. Jesus is the true light who enlightens every person. 
And God does this in a most intriguing and mysterious way. It all begins with a 
the three Wiseman or Magi beginning a trek asking “Where Is He?”  
 
Who are these mysterious guys? The Gospel of Matthew is the only one that 
mentions them in relation to Jesus’ birth.  We know they are from the east. We 
know they are Gentiles. We know that they are mystical and studied the stars.  
They must have had some knowledge of the OT scriptures as they knew that 
there would be a King, a Messiah born to Jewish nation.  They most likely 
knew the prophecy of Isaiah 60, “Arise, shine for your light has come and the 
glory of the Lord has risen upon you” or Daniel’s prophesy in chapter 7, “and 
before me was one like a son of man, coming with clouds of heaven..He was 
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, actions and men of 
every language worshiped him.”  And they must have known Balaam’s words 
in Numbers, “I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not near: 
there shall come a Star out of Jacob” 
 
Whatever knowledge they had, God used it so when they saw ‘His star’ in the 
sky they took a very long journey to seek out this King, this messiah.  The 
wiseman would have had to be extremely convicted to take on this journey. It 
wasn’t a quick over night trip.  This trip would have required much planning 
and would most likely have taken them at least a month if not more just to get 



 

 

to Jerusalem. Not to mention they’d have to return. This is not a trip one 
would take without feeling very certain of why you taking. 
 
 
 
 
Once they get to Jerusalem, they began to ask around, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.” Even though they had knowledge of the scripture they didn’t 
know the exact location of His birth.They must not have known the book Micah 
where it was prophesied that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. It would 
make sense for them to start in Jerusalem as it had the temple and was the 
center of Jewish worship. 
 
Now word got back to King Herod that these men where asking where is he, 
this king of the Jews. And Herod’s reaction was far from the wisemen. 
 
“When King Herod heard this he was disturbed and all of Jerusalem with him.” 
(Matthew 2:3). Couple things to note here. First, Herod was not a nice ruler. 
He was ruthless, paranoid and brutal. He had already killed his wives and sons 
when he thought they were plotting to take the throne.  He knew the single 
most important policy of the Roman Empire was to maintain the peace within 
the empire. When he heard of an insurrection, he put it down quickly and with 
great brutality.  So his reaction when he heard of another King being born he 
was threatened and responded out of that fear.   
 
The second thing to note, is that Jerusalem was also disturbed! One would 
assume that the Jewish leaders would 1) have heard of Jesus’ birth by now 
and 2) would be excited about it. And would want to seek him out and worship 
him. They were the chosen ones yet they reacted much like Herod. Instead of 
awe and wonder they felt disturbed.  Only the Magi, the mystical outsiders, the 
gentiles seem interested in finding Jesus and worshipping him.  
 
So, Herod in his paranoia gathers the Jewish leaders together and it's his turn 
to ask, “where is he?” Once he finds out where Jesus was born, he puts a 
plot together to use the Magi to find where exactly Jesus was but not so he 
could worship him.  He wanted to kill Jesus.  But He tells the Magi where the 
child was to be born and sends them to find him.   



 

 

 
Then again God used the Star to guide them find Mary and Jesus in 
Bethlehem.  And the Magi rejoiced exceedingly with GREAT JOY. Now they did 
not find him in the manger as most of our Nativity sets show. Jesus wasn’t a 
newborn anymore, but he would have been a few months old.  He still would 
have been in a meager house. Not a palace or esteemed setting.  Mary and 
Joseph were not parents of great means.  You’d assume that the Magi would 
have expected the King of Jews, their Messiah to have been born in a more 
luxurious setting. But yet they were still full of Joy and excitement.   
 
And they still fell down and worshipped him. Offering him, their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. And as I explained to the kids just a moment ago: 
Gold which is a gift for a King, frankincense is incense which was burned and 
used for worship, and myrrh which is used for burials. All three showed who 
Jesus truly is.  This God born as an innocent and helpless child was one that is 
the king of kings, He is the Messiah who deserves to be worshipped,  and He 
did sacrifice His life to redeem all who call on His most glorious name! After 
they visited with baby Jesus, God, the Holy Spirit again works with them 
warning them in a dream to not go back to Herod and they return to their 
home.  

This amazing account of the magi traveling from the East teaches us that 
God’s invitation is for all people, Jew and Gentile alike.  This invitation was 
even for Herod.  Herod teaches us that we can reject this invitation and take 
the path that leads to eternal destruction.  The magi show us that God the 
Holy Spirit can work faith in anyone – He works the faith that lets us take 
Jesus up on His invitation.  He works the faith that can make anyone part of 
the family of God. He has come as the fulfillment of God’s promises to send a 
Messiah who would save all people, without any kind of exception, from sin, its 
condemning and life-controlling power, and to restore all kinds of people 
everywhere to the presence and power of God. 

Do you grasp that amazing fact? Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, was born 
into this world, suffered and died on the cross and rose from the dead for ALL 
PEOPLE. That means YOU.  And our God works in some of the most amazing 
and mysterious ways. The story of the Magi, shows us how God can work thru 
any circumstances to invite everyone to Jesus.   

So, I ask you all today, Where is He?  Where is Jesus in your life this morning? 
Are you drawing near to Him in awe, wonder and desire to worship him? As 



 

 

we start a new year, it’s my hope and desire that you are putting Him first and 
foremost in your life. Are you taking time to study His Word…to read it and 
meditate on it? Are you taking time to talk to him in prayer? Are you attending 
worship? Where is He in your daily life…not just on Sunday.   

As our lesson today shows, when we draw near to him, something amazing 
happens.  He is there guiding you, He is there providing you with everything 
you need to get thru whatever you face.   

As God so often does he provided me with a fantastic illustration.  We have 
prayed the last couple weeks for a friend’s family, the Beathards.  Their son, 
Clayton as well as Paul Trapeni were stabbed to death right before Christmas. 
I can not even fathom what it is like to face the loss of a child. I know some of 
you here have. I do hope and pray that if I did, that I would do so with the 
grace and faith that the Beathard’s have.  The family individually and collective 
have spoken publicly about this and the number one thing they’ve mentioned 
is that are leaning on their faith…they trusting God thru this devastating 
experience.  CJ, Clayton’s oldest brother, stated that “I know without a doubt 
God will bring a whole bunch of good out of this. My relationship with God has 
strengthened so much already thought this along with my family’s.”  

Our God can take the most horrible situations and bring peace, glory and 
deeper faith. I can testify as well, that even going thru losing my brothers as 
hard as that was…my family too experienced God working thru others, working 
thru us.   

Where is He? I encourage you thru this new year, to drawn nearer to Him, to 
put all your trust in Him and His ways…to open yourself up to His invitation to 
walk with Him.  The more you turn your will and your life over to Him, the 
more you can see Him working in your life.   

 

 
 
  


