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If you’ve ever traveled to a foreign country you might have come across some signs 
that were printed in English, to help English-speaking people, but they were just a little 
off. For example, at an airline ticket office in Copenhagen, the sign reads, “We take 
your bags and send them in all directions.” At a swiss restaurant there’s a sign that 
reads, “Our wines leave you with nothing to hope for.” In an Acapulco  hotel there is a 
sign that’s meant to ease the guests minds about their drinking water, but it kind of 
does the opposite. It reads, “The manager has personally passed all of the water 
served here.” But my favorite is a sign found in a very, very nice Paris Hotel which 
invites its guess to, “Please, leave all your values at the front desk.” 
 
It makes me think about how many times we have left our values at the front desk. 
The Bible very clearly speaks of the kind of values we are to have as Christians, as 
people who belong to Christ. What I would like to do today is to focus on one of those 
values, “compassion”. With everything that has been going on lately, I just wonder 
how many of us might have left that value at the front desk. I believe that as 
Christians, what should define us more than anything else, is love for the Lord and 
others and compassion. Why? Because these are the values that define our Lord Jesus. 
He lived his life putting these values into action. You get a little taste of that in the 
verses that we read in Matthews gospel today. It reads, “And Jesus went throughout 
all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel. 
When he saw the crowd, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35–36) 
 
Jesus saw the overwhelming need in these people and he had such compassion for 
them. Their spiritual leaders, harassed them with their ceremonial laws and their 
legalistic ways, and Jesus had compassion for them. This value was at the core of his 
being, and it needs to be at our core, as well. So, let’s take a look at what this 
compassion entails.  
 
In the original Greek, “SPLAGNISTHE”, “compassion”, means, “to be moved to pity”. 
But it was an emotion that went very deep. In scripture, when it speaks of something 
with very strong emotions, it doesn’t refer to it as, coming from their heart. But rather 
that, it comes from their belly, or their bowels. That is how deep that emotion is. And 
this is where his compassion comes from. In fact, this word has such a strong meaning 



that in the New Testament it is used only when referring to the compassion that the 
Lord has for us. 
 
Folks, this is the kind of compassion that is not only concern for those who are 
suffering, but it means that you are suffering with them. Their heartbreak is your 
heartbreak. Parents, it’s like when your child suffers, you suffer right along with them. 
You hurt because they hurt. 
 
This is such a strong compassion that it literally changes the way we live our life. It 
motivates us to try and relieve the suffering of those for whom we have compassion. 
And you know, this compassion is actually good for us. According to Dr. James Dottie, 
professor of neurosurgery at Stanford University, he states, “Practicing compassion has 
a positive physiological effect on our bodies. It can lower blood pressure, boost our 
immune system and lessen our anxiety.” Brain imaging also shows that being 
compassionate stimulates the same pleasure centers associated with our drive for 
food, water, and other necessities of life. Other studies have even shown that 
practicing compassion can help fight disease and increase our lifespan. Folks , What all 
of this is telling me is that we need to make compassion in essential part of our life. 
 
Of course, Jesus is a perfect model of this compassion. The compassion that Jesus had 
for those people in that gospel reading today, and the compassion that he has for you 
and me comes from deep within him, it comes from his bowels, it comes from the core 
of his being. That is why he had to act upon it. Matthew writes, “He had compassion 
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” 
(v36) Now to understand this better, let’s look at the original language here. In the 
Greek, the word “harassed”, literally means, “mangled with the skin ripped off”.  And 
the word, “helpless”, means “thrown down”. In other words, Jesus was hurting for 
those people because he saw them as these sheep who were being destroyed by 
predators, and they were powerless to do anything about it. 
 
So, out of his compassion, Jesus just did something about it.  He healed them. He 
drove out demons. He even raised him from the dead.  Most importantly, he 
proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom.  
 
This is the same compassion that brought Jesus to the cross where he lay down his life 
for those sheep, for you and me. And in his sacrifice, he destroyed those predators of 
sin, death, Hell and Satan that were mangling us and throwing us down. Jesus hurt so 
much for us, that he fought for us on that cross, so that we wouldn’t hurt anymore, 
but instead, we would know his love, his forgiveness, his peace. In his death, he gave 
us life. And in his resurrection, he gave us the promise of our resurrection and a life 
where we will never hurt again. 
 



This is the kind of compassion that our Lord has for us. And folks, this is the very same 
compassion that he wants us to have for others. Of course, there are many who need 
that compassion. So, as people who belong to Christ, we are to have such compassion 
for those people who are hurting; the homeless, the poor, the unemployed, the 
disabled, those in destructive relationships, those in a hopeless situation and who’s see 
no way out, and of course, all those who are without the Lord in their life, as well as 
so many more.  
 
Today though, I want to make this very real for us, and talk about showing 
compassion to a certain group of people who make it very hard to show them 
compassion. For these past weeks we’ve been hearing a lot about the movement, 
“Black Lives Matter”. Most likely, we are probably sick and tired of hearing about them. 
This has been a very polarizing movement, creating strong feelings on both sides, 
including animosity, anger, and hatred. And there have also been extremists involved, 
the ones who seem to be getting all the attention with the looting, the rioting, the 
extortion, the meetings, and even killings. Personally speaking, I believe that the 
slogan, “Black Lives Matter” is a very racist statement, simply because it excludes all 
other races. I don’t believe it should be about, “The black race”, and “The white race”. 
Instead it needs to be about, “the human race”. 
 
That being said though, I believe I understand the point that they are trying to make. 
They are just so tired of the injustice that they have had to endure for centuries simply 
because of the color of their skin. And if you don’t think that this exists, then you are 
not being truthful with yourself. 
 
Just ask Alvin London, A member of our congregation. Alvin is a black man who grew 
up in Pulaski, Tennessee, the home of the KKK. He has shared so many stories with 
me and he’s willing to share them with you, of the injustice and bigotry and suffering 
he endured because of the color of his skin. I’m not going to get into that except to 
say, if anyone has a right to hate the white race, Alvin London does. He doesn’t 
though. Why? I believe it’s because of the compassion that he has seen in the Lord as 
well as in people like you and me. 
 
Some of you may remember James Hall, another member of our congregation who is 
now with the Lord. James was the first black state trooper in Tennessee. As a shut-in, 
James would tell me so many stories about his days as a state trooper. Many of the 
stories spoke of the prejudice and bigotry he faced. Again, I’m not going to get into 
that, except to say that, they made James’ life miserable, in an attempt to make him 
quit. But he never dead. Instead, he fought back and won many of them over with his 
gentle personality, his compassion for others, and his work ethic. 
 



Terry Tomlin is another black man who is fighting to keep his family together, and who 
we have helped out over the years. He told me of this one time when he was 14 years 
old, he and his friends missed the last bus home, so they had to walk. As they were 
walking through this one town, the police stopped them and questioned them as to 
why they were there. Terry told them what had happened. The officers then spoke 
rather harshly to them, so Terry stood up for himself. One of the officers then slapped 
him across the face, called him not such an unpleasant name, brought him to jail, and 
called his mother to come and pick him up, and told him never to come back into that 
town. 
 
There were other similar stories that Terry shared with me. But what got to me most 
of all, was when he said to me, to this day he is afraid to go out after dark, because 
he’s afraid that he will be stopped and accused of doing something he didn’t do, simply 
because of the color of his skin. Folks, how would you like to live like that? 
 
Of course, you all know Rachel, my daughter-in-law. Well, she also has shared her 
stories with me about the prejudice and bigotry that she has faced. If you’re interested 
in hearing them she’ll be more than happy to tell you. She even told me about her 
brother, Josh, who is a wonderful, godly man, but who also was beaten up by police 
officers. Today though, I want her to share with you a story about what happened to 
her mom when she was a little girl, because in the story I believe we can find a 
solution to all of this: “compassion” 
 
Rachel’s story 
 
Folks, these are just a handful of people that I have known. But if these kind of horrific 
things have happened to them, I have got to believe it has also happened to millions 
of others. So, what can be done? Well, they can protest. But I don’t think that will do 
anything except, maybe get the media’s attention. There can be new legislation, that 
might help a little. But certainly not anything as ridiculous as the defunding the police. 
They will only create more problems, more hatred, more animosity, and a whole lot 
more crime. 
 
The truth is, you cannot legislate what’s in peoples hearts. Because of the sin that is in 
this world, there will always be ignorance, prejudice, bigotry, hatred. Making new laws 
may help on the surface, but that’s really not the answer. 
 
I believe that what we need here is what Jesus has shown us, “compassion”. I am 
talking about a compassion that comes from deep within us, where we hurt because 
others are hurting. As Christians, this is a value that we cannot afford to leave at the 
front desk, because this is the kind of compassion that changes lives. As people who 



belong to Christ, what you and I can do is show to others the very same compassion 
that Christ has shown to us. 
 
Understand, I’m not just talking about this issue that we have looked at today. I’m 
talking about showing compassion to all those in our life, and especially those who are 
without the Lord in their life, because they most definitely are harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. You and I do indeed have a mission, and it is the very 
same one that Jesus disciples had. Listen to his words again, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into the harvest.”  (v37-38) 
 
Right after Jesus said this, he sent out his disciples to be those laborers. I believe he is 
doing the same with us. There are just so many people who need to hear the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and experience for themselves, a great compassion that he has for 
them. They also need to see that compassion in you and me and see that this is real, 
because that is what changes lives. So let’s pray about this now.... 
 


