
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
CELEBRATION WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD, 2020 

The Twelfth  Sunday after Pentecost 
(You may also follow the Order of Worship as projected on the overhead screens.) 

 

THE GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A PRAYER ASKING FOR GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

THE OPENING SONG:  “I Stand Amazed” 
 

THE INVOCATION 
 

THE CONFESSION  

All: Lord, today we pause again to confess our shortcomings in life and love.  We 
want to live life to the fullest, but we always seem to become disillusioned or 
disappointed.  We want to have deep, meaningful relationships, especially a 
relationship where we know You more, but we always seem to short-circuit this 
with our own selfishness.  Lord, we need the power to change, but we know 
we cannot do this on our own.  We are sinful, we fall short of the mark; and 
we ask for Your forgiveness.   

 

THE ABSOLUTION 

P: The God of all creation loves us with a love that we cannot fully understand.  
Out of that love Jesus came into this world to change us and our sinful 
condition.  By His death and resurrection the price of our sin has been paid in 
full, and we stand before God as a new people.  The Holy Spirit is now present 
in us, and through Him we have the power to live this new life, a life where we 
can truly know our Lord.  Praise God for this wonderful gift of love.  Amen.   

 

THE PSALM READING:  Psalm 100 (ESV) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
    Serve the Lord with gladness! 
    Come into his presence with singing! 
Know that the Lord, he is God! 
    It is he who made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 



Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
    and his courts with praise! 
    Give thanks to him; bless his name! 
For the Lord is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever, 
    and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
 

SONG:  “Step by Step” 
 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE CHILDREN LEAVE FOR CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
 

THE SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

THE FIRST READING:  2 Corinthians 5:14-17 (ESV) 

For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died 
for all, therefore all have died;  and he died for all, that those who live might no longer 
live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SECOND READING:  Philippians 3:1-11 (ESV) 

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble 
to me and is safe for you. 
Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the 
flesh. For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ 
Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—  though I myself have reason for confidence 
in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as 
to righteousness under the law, blameless. But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss 
for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things 
and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes 



through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may 
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   John 17:1-5 (ESV) 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify 
you,  since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom 
you have given him.  And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  I glorified you on earth, having accomplished 
the work that you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 
 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SONG:  “What A Beautiful Name It Is”  

 

THE MESSAGE:  “Don’t Get Left Holding The Bag” ~ Rev. Keith E. Enko 
 

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH:  Nicene Creed 
 

THE LIFTING UP OF OUR PRAYERS 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 

Five Questions to Ask Yourself: 
1. Am I a baptized member of the Christian Faith? 
2. Am I a sinner and am I sorry for my sins? 
3. Do I believe that my only hope of forgiveness is found in my Savior 

Jesus Christ and His death and resurrection for me? 
4. Do I believe that Jesus gave me His body and blood together with the 

bread and wine for the assurance of the forgiveness of my sins? 



5. Will I try, by the power of God, to amend my sinful life? 
(If a worshipper cannot answer yes to all five of these questions, or if they are 
not sure what they mean, then we ask them to speak with the Pastor before 
they commune. We do this out of love and concern for all our worshippers.) 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

A PRAYER OF THANKS 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

CLOSING SONG:  “Is He Worthy” 


