
“Healing Light”  
Malachi 4:1-6 
12-15-19 
Rev. Keith Enko 
 
 
In his autobiography, “Unfinished Journey”, Jack Jones, the son of a Welsh coal miner, 
talks about a terrifying incident that occurred when he was a boy. He was in a shaft 
with his father when there was a cave in, blocking the entrance of the shaft. So, they 
all had to find another way out. 
 
Well, Jack was scared to death. So, his father, a very experienced minor, took Jack on 
his back and lead his fellow minors through a labyrinth of old tunnels and stagnant 
pools. Finally, after several hours, they waded through some water and started to 
climb up a steep incline. After quite some time, Jack’s father knelt and pointed to 
something that looked like a bright disc, about the size of a half dollar, on top of what 
appeared to be a distant mountain. Then he said to Jack, “Look son, that’s what we’ve 
been looking for, the light of the world.”   
 
Well, as they climbed to the surface, the light grew in size, until they climbed out of 
that darkness and were bathing in the warmth and light of the sun. Jack wrote that, 
from that day on, the light of the world was never the same for him. The light of the 
sun would always take him back to that mine and to the peace, and joy, and the hope 
that filled him up as he stood there in the light of the sun. That light freed him from 
his fears and brought to him such healing. 
 
Well, this is what I want to focus on today as we look at that passage from Malachi, 
which we read earlier. This is speaking of our Saviors second coming, when He comes 
to bring us home to heaven.  
 
The prophet Malachi lived during a dark time and was longing for the light of God to 
come. He lived in Judah over 400 years before Christ was born. Over the previous two 
centuries Israel has slowly been dismantled and devastated. Judah’s enemies burned 
Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, and carried off its people into exile. However, there 
was now a remnant of people who had returned to Jerusalem and rebuilt the temple 
and the city. This was the time period in which Malachi lived, and it was indeed a very 
dark time. 
 
Let me show you what I mean. For one thing, the priests made it very clear to the 
people that they despised God’s law and sacrifices. (Malachi 1:6-7)  The people 



themselves thought that serving God did no good and offered no benefits (Malachi 
3:14)  They even believed that the Lord favored those who did evil (Malachi 2:17)  
They said, “Evildoers not only prosper, but they put God to the test and they escape.” 
(Malachi 3:15B)  Put simply, many of the priests and the people paid no attention to 
the Lord, or His coming, or His judgment. They lived in the darkness and that’s where 
they stayed. 
 
But then there was Malachi who made it very clear that judgment day was coming. He 
says, “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and 
all the evil doers will be stubble”….    …. “The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, 
says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither route nor branch.”  (Malachi 
4:1) This day is described as a blazing inferno that will consume everything and 
everyone that stands in its path. And for many that is a scary thing. Malachi is making 
it very clear here that God has a deadline here, and He is going to keep that deadline. 
 
Now I want you to think about that word for a minute, “deadline”. We all have to deal 
with deadlines, whether it’s at school, or a project at work, or a bill that needs to be 
paid. We are constantly dealing with deadlines. 
 
Well, did you know that according to Webster’s dictionary, the word, “deadline”, was 
originally a literal line that was drawn around a prison, and if a prisoner crossed that 
line they were at risk of being shot and killed. So you see, it was an actual dead-line. 
Of course, over the years the word has taken on a more figurative meaning. 
 
However, there is a very real and very serious deadline that the Bible describes for us. 
It is a deadline that no one can avoid and that every person will one day face. It is 
that day when this world as we know it will cease to exist, and all people will stand 
before the Lord for judgment. This is a deadline that we need to be ready for, because 
it is coming, and it does indeed have eternal consequences. 
 
Folks, I think all of you understand that all of us rightfully deserve to face that 
consuming fire that Malachi spoke of. Every one of us would have to plead guilty of 
being that arrogant evil doer. We are all familiar with that passage from Romans 
where Paul writes, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 
3:23a) So, that is one serious deadline that Malachi is talking about.  
 
But Malachi also brings up here that this deadline doesn’t have to be terrifying for us, 
whose trust is in the Lord. Listen again to these words of Malachi “But for you who 
fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in His wings. You shall 
go out leaping like calves from a stall.” (Malachi 4:2) 



Folks,  that is in total contrast to that consuming fire of judgment. It is like coming out 
of that cold, dark mine and just bathing in the warmth and light of the sun. Well, in a 
similar way, we can soak up the rays from the “sun of righteousness”. This is the 
righteousness that Jesus has brought into our life through His saving work on that 
cross and His triumphant resurrection. Our sins kept us in that dark, cold mine with 
our guilt, our fears, our emptiness. But just like Jack Jones’ father, God’s word comes 
to us and says, “Look up, that’s what we’ve been looking for, the light of the world.” 
This is what the whole world should be looking for, because that light of love and 
forgiveness and life shines on us from the sun of righteousness with healing in His 
wings. 
 
You know, wings are often a symbol of security and shelter, and that is exactly what 
we have in the “sun of righteousness”. 
 
He makes us so secure and He shelters us in the healing message of God’s grace and 
righteousness. The “sun of righteousness” brings healing to people who are broken by 
divorce, illness, addiction, death, loss. In the light and warmth of Christ Jesus, the Sun 
of Righteousness, He washes out a lifetime of hurt and pain and brokenness. 
 
This is the sun of righteousness who made such a humble entrance into this world at 
Bethlehem. This is the sun of righteousness who faced God‘s eternal wrath on that 
cross so that we would not have to face it. This is the sun of righteousness who 
shattered the darkness of sin, death, hell, and Satan with that burst of light in His 
resurrection. This is the sun of righteousness that you and I live under every day by 
God’s grace. This is the sun of righteousness who we wake up to every morning and 
go to bed with every evening. This is the sun of righteousness who is coming with 
healing in His wings to take us from this dark coal mine and bring us home where we 
will bathe in the warmth and light of His grace for all eternity. Folks, for us, this is 
nothing to fear. Instead this is something to think and praise God for! This is 
something to rejoice about, or as Malachi put it, to “go out leaping like calves from the 
stall!”  (Malachi 4:2b) 
This is definitely something for us to keep looking for. So, let me encourage you with 
the words that Jack Jones dad said to him.  “Look son, look daughter, that’s what 
we’ve been looking for, the light of the world”. Amen. 
 


